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Course Description:  Examines the concept of love and the institutions of marriage and the family in western civilization from ancient Greece to the present.  Includes a consideration of the ideas of prominent thinkers, artists and political leaders.  

Course Objectives:  This course is intended to:

*
Introduce students to how the idea of romantic love, marriage practices 
and family structure developed in western civilization from ancient times to 
the present.

*
Explore how rulers, intellectuals and artists in western civilization viewed 
love, marriage and the family in their respective periods, from ancient 
times to the present.


*
Cultivate an appreciation for the relevance of the topics of love, marriage 
and the family in western civilization from ancient times to the present.

Student Learning Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:


*
Explain how the idea of romantic love, marriage practices and family 
structure developed in western civilization from ancient times to the 
present.

*
Discuss how rulers, intellectuals and artists in western civilization viewed 
love, marriage and the family in their respective periods, from ancient 
times to the present.


*
Demonstrate the relevance of the topics of love, marriage and the family in 
western civilization from ancient times to the present.

Length of Course:  44 lecture hours

Grading Method:  Letter grade

Prerequisites:  none

Required Text:  Theodore Zeldin, An Intimate History of Humanity, Harper Collins, 1994.
Major Topic Outline:  Love, marriage and the family in literature and music throughout the ages;  education and the family throughout the ages;  breadwinning and preparing; the Hebrews, ancient Greece and Rome, early Christianity, the Church in the Dark and Middle Ages, patterns in the Renaissance, Protestant reformers, the 17th century, secularization since the Enlightenment, changing expectations  
